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Introduction

» China’s relationship with Western jurisdictions have suffered from greater
bi-directional tensions in the 2020s

» As China’s rise as a major world power marks a defining feature of the
contemporary global political, economic and security landscapes, it
remains crucial to focus on Chinese citizens’ perceptions of foreign
jurisdictions and issues of global concern

The Chinese state’s capacity to pursue its interests, both domestically and
abroad, is intimately tied to the popular legitimacy it is granted amongst
the citizenry

= This ultimately means that the general public’s support or dissatisfaction
with China's foreign policy and activities can translate to future support or
dissatisfaction with the CPC and the state itself




Chinese Citizens’ Global Perception Survey

Freq. Percent Freq. ercen
Gender Education Level
Male 1031 51 Junior High or below 205 10
Female 978 49 Senior High 506 25
Age College 3-year 533 27
Bachelor 654 33
18-22 245 12 Postgracluate or above 108 5
= 10 I Marital Status
30-39 473 24 ) : =
40-49 451 23 ;‘l”g'? . é‘;oy ég
. arrie: 9
50;’)9 384 }4 In Relationship 158 8
= 204 Lo Divorced 67 3
Residential Location Number of Children
Rural Level 141 7 %
Town Level 262 13 0 520 al
County Level 442 2 1 844 42
Medium-Sized City 414 21 2 497 25
Large-Sized City 748 37 3 or more 46 2
Communist Party of China Member Studied in Foreign Nation
Yes 595 20 Yes 94 5
Ho el 2 No 1913 95
Employment Status Employment Type
Full-Tim: ‘53‘2 S5 State-Owned Company 301 15
Part-Time 157 E Government 13 6
Unemployed 148 7 Private Company 654 33
qumt El g Foreign Company 8l 4
Retired 189 10 Social Organization 69 %
Monthly Personal Income (in RMB) Self-Employed 242 16.5
0-4999 994 50 Monthly Family Income (in RMB)
5000-9999 485 24 0-4999 16 6
10000-14999 312 5000-9999 417 9
15000-19999 13 5 10000-14999 546 27
Above 20000 103 5 15000-19999 388 20
Above 20000 530 26
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The Chinese Citizens’ Global Perception Survey
(CCGPS) is an online and telephone nationadl
survey conducted in mainland China in 2023,
2024 and 2025

CCGPS provides a demographically
representative and statistically valid, candid
account of how the Chinese general public view
other jurisdictions and their relationships with
China

Citizens’ perceptions of jurisdictions include:
Australia, Canada, the EU, France, Germany,
India, Japan, Russia, the UK, and the US

The survey included 33 questions and involved 7-
point Likert scale questions
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Global Influence Perception

» Chinese citizens strongly indicated that
China was the world’s most powerful

nation, with 67 percent of respondents | - o
rating it as the nation with the most O =4
influence on the world stage T e S et E——

» The second most influential jurisdiction - _ri e
was the United States (63 percent), B Lo e A
followed by Russia (29 percent) and i B
the EU (21 percent) O ——

» | percent of respondents believe that Rusz'”:' o ﬁ1—i e ————
Australia is an influential jurisdiction, @ B e m@
notable trend given Canberra’s role .
within the Five Eyes intelligence TIRETT

least  neutral most

allliance and the AUKUS security
alliance




Trust in Global Pariners

®» Despite the confinuation of the Russia-

Ukraine conflict, Chinese citizens
continue o perceive Russia as |_’rs Most e T e
frusted global partner; a status it has ovor SRS ]
held since 2023 EU fio%! 14% 2% 4% 1% 0%l 3%
= Both Japan and the United States have e oETwmT = Do [l >
the lowest levels of frustworthiness, in ERN i
line with last year’s findings o e
. JAPAN D 2% % 9% 6% \?/
» CPC members (mean: 2.74), high- —— |
RUSSIA - - - g 30 4% [ 0% T 1g% 34%

Income earners (mean: 3.14), and . e E—
highly educated respondents (mean: E— E——

) . @ B 0% 0% 5% sul] 3% 1%
3.05) were more likely to express higher - |
trust in the US, indicating a potential R
division within the Chinese public along
socio-economic lines and political

affinities




Long Term Importance to China

®» Russia is viewed as the most important
jurisdiction to China’s long-term future, estmportrt mstmporan
which is in line with the general positive

] ) ) AUSTRALIA - - - - - - - - 3% Mo% 1% 28% 26% 1% [ 4%
view of Russia throughout various o —— T
resSponses e 3% 5w [POR 205 13s% 0% [k

® here is a perception that Japan is RANCE - o R sE R
relatively insignificant to China’s long- CERHAHY - =+ -« =+ woos [ 20 R R
term future INDIA - - - e 7 2% 2% Pl

. : JAPAN D 5% 5% s 6% [ [ 4%
®» Perceptions towards Canada’s o R
) ) - ) . RUSSIA -+ - - o m2s%an | o% 6% INESH 40%
relationship with China appear slightly . e —
more bolanced,owﬁh only 44 per.'cen’r. B E—
of respondents viewing the relationship =
as somewhat or highly important (score I

Gbove 4) least  neutral most




Likelihood of Military Conflict in the Next Decade

» Despite growing political tensions and
ongoing border disputes, 50 percent of bl
requnden’rs (score pelow 4) bel!e\{e a R ———— I
conflict between China and India is o
canaoA - [ 2% % 7%l 3% %

most likely

unlikely .
FRANCE - - 27% 2% 17% 5%| 2% 1%
» (Given US-China tensions in the 2020s, it T —————
IS NOt surprising to see 64 percent of on —
respondents (score above 4) view a |
conflict between China and the United ™" o —
States as inevitable v I ¢

® |n contrast, the possibility of conflict ——~ B

with other major Western jurisdictions is
seen as unlikely

=
1)

least  neutral most






Which Issue Areas Should China Take an Active
Global Leadership Role?

» Peacekeeping is the most important issue area for Chinese global
leadership, followed by technology (a key priority for the CPC)

least agree neutral most agree
1
EACEKEERNG v | s R
z,—‘ﬂj
PUBLICHEALTH - - - - « - - - . 1% 2% 7% 16% 2% %
1
POVERTY ALLEVIATION - - - - - - - - 1% 2% |1 7% 7% 29% [ 4w
UCATON s s [ S
| I—
I 3 Py
OGSy % % o |1 S
[E—
1
ENVIRONMENT - - - - - - - 1% 3% | 1% 20% 2% | 4%
L |
GLOBALFINANCE -+ -+« - 1% 3% 1% 239% 249 —
—
INTERNATIONAL TRADE -~ - - - - - . . . 1% 2% ['6% 8% 33% 3%

12 3 4 5 6 7

least neutral most




Should China Limit or Expand Cooperation?

» Rather than being especially pro- or anti- decoupling, the Chinese public
express a preference for expanding global economic cooperation and
technology/research collaboration

®» Russia consistently received the highest scores; Japan and India the lowest

To What Extent Should China Limit or Expand Economic Cooperation (e.g. Trade, Investment and
Business Activities) with the Following

To What Extent Should China Limit or Encourage Cooperation in High-Technology and Research
Sectors with the Following

least agree neutral most agree least important neutral most important
AUSTRALIA 1% 3%' 5% 41% 30% 15% 5% AUSTRALIA 2% 4% [Jl5% 37% 28% 16% 8%
CANADA 1% 3% 7% 33% 31% 19% 6% CANADA 2% 3% [0 7% 33% 29% 18% 8%
EU 1% 3%' % 2% 26% 3% 5% EU 2% 3% 6% 24% 25% 24%
L
FRANCE 1% 1% [I5% 37% 31% 19% 6% FRANCE 1% 2% [l6% 34% 28%
! o
GERMANY 1% 1% is% 29% 33% 2% [9% GERMANY 1% 1% 4% | 23% 26% 27%
L
INDIA 5% 7R 13% 37% 2% il + INDIA Fe% 15% 34% 20% [12% [ 5%
JAPAN [ 2% 7 5% 13% 9% 3% JAPAN % 3% 3% 6% [13% [ 5%
RUSSIA 1% 1% 3% | 6% 7% % % RUSSIA 1% 1% 4% || 15% | 20% 7%
UK 1;| 7% 36% 31% 18% 6% UK 1% 3% 6% 29% 29%
5% 12%  24% 22% 19% | 12% 6% 7% 18%  19% 23%

1235 45 67
| [ |

least neutral most

12354567
O @

least neutral most



Attitude Towards China’s Global Engagement

®» Respondents rated their agreeableness between 1 (strongly disagree) and
/ (strongly agree) with a series of seven statements on Chinese foreign
affairs and global relationships

8
2
g I
should ¢ l|l.r1 fn |wl:| pl! al and uld change i should
tic 1! I:Idn to f *ign I| Dperate I.\.” China, the ';"u' Lhe wlF Mo odiel sho IH internatic E| achic nid ;Pll | wilitary pr
1 gl t | Tatte thinking” hetie 1f1r 1|r||1\wit| T e tT rather tha siported to other nations.” |w1 el I:I'l s [OFIS rider to furthe
\! tw." wuiwraltl\rl.' i b nest and v-s1l.w-." 'i.llll 1a's national xl.'l.trrlt\-'"
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Global Interactions in the Next Decade
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Knowledge and Trust of Global Jurisdictions

® The jurisdictions most respondents felt they were knowledgeable were as
follows (score above 4): the United States (74 percent), Japan (71 percent)
and Russia (70 percent)

®» Respondents were least likely to be knowledgeable of Australia (28
percent) and Canada (33 percent)

e mean knowledge mean trust
Jurisdictional Pseudo
6.00 Familiarity R
5-55 Trust Australia OL o
508 rust Australia OlLogit B1ER (042) 0.065
5.00 y 5,11
4.31
4.07 4.14 Trust Germany OlLogit 40200k A0 0057
400 3.87 3.85 - 0 00 y Olog (40
—.3_5.8——' 3.81 3.67 06 12 3.64 Trust UK OLogit 366w ( 039) 0049
.00 Trust Canada Ologit Z70** [ OZ9) 005
Trust Japan Ologit 131#*% ( OZT7) 0.0B3
2:00 2.16
. Trust EU OlLogit A0** (038) 0051
Trust Russia OlLogit 18+ ( 040) 0092
1.00
Trust India OlLogit 276 ( 0%8) 0044
0.00 Trust France Ologit BERR [ 041) 0074
W N 3 o S
s pO N @ W) N N > - als
R o ?’ ?Q\Pﬁ Q}L\\‘\P WO W a 9\\)55 V 0°

\)ﬁ\ Standard errors are inparentheses. ** H<0.00], ¥ p<0.0f * Q.05




Sources of Information on Global Affairs

® |respective of demographics, social ron fots e Socmits

media was the most common way to

18-22 4.67 2.06 249 615 4.86

obtain information on global affairs

2.56 632 504

30-39 490 249 2.86 6.38 4.84

» [he decline of fraditional media for

information on global affairs raises — -

alytical questions about the ability of = s

the Chinese state to directly influence Sy — = - -z =

and shape perceptions on foreign

o Bachelor’s Degree 49 25 48 65 51

actors and behaviour
Residential Location
Rural 5.04 2.44 2.87 5.91 4.89
Town 497 2.50 298 594 4.71
County 4.89 2.26 291 622 4.80
Mediurmn-Sized City 503 248 296 6.27 502
Large City 4.92 2.41 2.85 6.35 5.00
Employment Status
Full-Tirme 496 244 294 6.32 492
Part-Time 4.49 218 276 613 4.84
Unernployed 5.05 2.20 274 6.00 4.85
Student 4.86 180 244 6.31 491

Retirad b5 295 3.34 571 497







Explaining the ‘Russia Effect’

® [ is plausible that Chinese citizens’ perceptions of Russia are potentially
iInfluenced by a preference orientation that is elastic and malleable

® Chinese citizens’ self-reported knowledge of Russia has a significant
Impact on their trust in Russia (effect size: 0.56)

= Citizens who receive more of their information on global events from
elevision (effect size: 0.08) and social media (effect size: 0.13) are more
likely to trust Russia, while those that primarily rely on radio (effect size: 0.99)
are less likely to trust Russia

» Gender seemingly plays a significant role in determining respondents’ frust
of Russia, with females displaying less trust than males (effect size: -0.24)

» Ofher factors such as location (urban vs rural), CPC memibership or
education, does not appear to have a statistically significant impact on
respondents’ propensity to frust Russia



Citizens’ Perspective on Sino-Taiwan Reunification

» Chinese citizens broadly want a diplomatic reunification with Taiwan, with
68 percent of respondents indicating a favorable stance fowards a
diplomatic solution directly with Taiwan (score above 4)

®» However, respondents suggested that if the US is involved in a diplomatic
reunification with Taiwan, they would be substantially less supportive (32
rcent, score above 4), which ranks below support for a military solution
to reunification with Taiwan (40 percent, score above 4)

®» Respondents’ inferest in pursuing a diplomatic solution with Taiwan
depended on their educational level (p-value of .042) and monthly
household income (p-value of .017)

» The 2024 Taiwanese election did not influence these findings




China’s Role in Global Conflict Hotspots

Russia-Ukraine Conflict

» Chinese citizens are relatively ambivalent about the conflict even as they
readily identify Russia as having lost strength during the course of the
conflict

» Support for China playing an active role in resolving the conflict appears
ighest amongst middle-income (effect size: 0.38) and less educated
respondents (effect size: 0.42)

®» Respondents who believe that China’s inferests have been affected by
the conflict are more likely to support China playing an active role in
resolving the conflict (effect size: 0.31)

» Support for China’'s involvement appears weakest amongst women (effect
size: -0.33), suggesting a gendered view on the conflict

® Those living in rural areas were less likely to support any potential Chinese
iInvolvement in resolving the conflict (effect size: -0.44)



China’s Role in Global Conflict Hotspots (cont’d)

Israel-Palestine Conflict

» ~47 percent of respondents agree with China having an active role in
resolving the conflict (score above 4), ~12 percent disagree (score below
4), and ~40 percent expressed a neutral stance (score 4)

» Citizens who indicated a greater willing for China to be global leader in
eace and security expressed a greater interest in China playing an
active role in resolving the conflict (effect size: 0.18)

= Women (effect size: -0.44) and those residing in rural areas (effect size:
0.39) were less likely to support any potential Chinese involvement in
resolving the conflict

» Respondents’ primary source of information on global affairs did not
appear to have a significant impact on their perspective on the issue

» Although, those that relied on social media for information on global
affairs were more likely 1o support China having a role in a potential
resolution (effect size: 0.082) than those that rely on traditional media




Final Words

» CCGPS highlights respondents’ hopes and ambitions for China to play a
leading and active role in international affairs

» The Chinese public’s desire for China to be an active global leader is
Influenced by the nation’s increasing military strength

®» Despite the ongoing tensions between China and many Western
Warisdictions, the Chinese public did not express interest in pursuing
comprehensive economic and technological decoupling

» At the same time, respondents remained steadfast in their belief in the
need to deepen economic and technological ties with Russia, suggesting
a high level of resilience in the Sino-Russian bilateral relationship driven by
shared strategic interests

» Cultural connections and people-to-people ties can serve as the conduit
through which enlightened engagement can be achieved
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